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We have not inherited the land from our forefathers, we have borrowed it from our children. 
—Kashmiri Proverb— 
U.S. Department of the Interior - Bureau of Land Management 
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WV leone to the Bureau of 
Land Management’s (BLM’s) 
Environmental Education 
Program! Over 270 million 
acres will be your labora- 
tory. Learn about the deli- 
cate life cycle of salmon, the 
diversity of native western 
wildflowers, or the mysteri- 
ous migratory patterns of 
neotropical birds. Restore 
historic buildings, excavate 
archaeological sites, or 
record rock art alongside 
professionals. Research 
America’s first settlers who 
lived 12,000 years ago, 
study prehistoric dinosaur 
bones, participate in aquatic 
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research projects, and dis- 
cover rare plants and ani- 
mals. The possibilities are 
endless! 


We invite you to become in- 
volved as we develop and re- 
fine our program of environ- 
mental education, volunteer 
activities, and discovery on 
your public lands. 
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About the 
BLM 
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The BLM manages more 
than 270 million acres of 
public lands—your lands— 
mostly in the Western United 
States and Alaska. These 
lands comprise diverse and 
productive ecosystems, from 
the sun-drenched deserts of 
the Southwest to the lush 
forests of the Pacific North- 
west to the fragile Arctic 
tundra of Alaska. They 
contain an estimated 
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5 million historic and ar- 


chaeological properties, 
many of which are priceless. 


The BLM's mission is to sus- 
tain the health, diversity, and 
productivity of these public 
lands so they can be used and 
enjoyed by both present and 


future generations. 


Environmental 
Education is 
Key 
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Dine settlement of the 
West, public lands generally 
were considered waste- 
lands—the lands nobody 
wanted. Early in this century, 
they were of primary interest 
to commodity users—ranch- 
ers, loggers, and miners. In 
recent years, however, their 
value for recreation, wildlife 
habitat, and other uses in- 
creasingly has been recog- 
nized. Competing and often 
conflicting demands for use 
of the public lands 
continue to grow. The 
challenge is to man- 

age these uses in a 
manner that will not 
compromise the 
long-term 

health and di- 

‘ versity of the 

QW ond and will 
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not sacrifice natural, cul- 
tural, and historic properties. 
To meet this challenge for 
the future, the BLM is plac- 
ing increased emphasis on 
education. After all, many 
of today’s students will be- 
come tomorrow’s decision 
makers. 


Teaching students about re- 
source management has 
many advantages. By be- 
coming familiar with the 
concepts and principles of 
managing within nature’s 
limits, students learn to be- 
come innovators and prob- 
lem solvers, and to make 
sound decisions. Studying 
resource management also 
encourages students to think 
about their environment ho- 
listically and to see connec- 
tions between parts, both in 
the natural world and in 
other intellectual pursuits. 


Since natural systems are all 
around us, students can be- 
gin learning the fundamen- 
tals in their own backyard. 
Students who live near pub- 
lic lands also can find many 
“hands-on” opportunities to 
become involved in land 
management decision mak- 
ing. Having real problems to 
solve and actual cases to ob- 
serve stimulates the desire to 
learn and participate, and 
that, after all, is what it will 
take to sustain the health and 
productivity of our nation’s 
irreplaceable resources for 
future generations. 
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Educational 
Programs & 
Resources 


The goal of the BLM's Envi- 
ronmental Education Pro- 
gram is to realize healthier 
and more productive public 
lands through better educated 
citizens who are willing to as- 
sist in solving complex envi- 
The 
program includes both a 


ronmental problems. 


school-based component and 
a public education and par- 
ticipation component. 


School-Based 
Approaches 


Bhool based environmen- 
tal education programs focus 
on working directly with 
schools at the primary, sec- 
ondary, and college levels in 
a variety of settings. 


The BLM's approach is to en- 
gage students and teachers in 
activities that enhance their 
understanding of the impor- 
tance of sustaining healthy 
and productive ecosystems, 
and to link these activities, 
where possible, to real world 
management challenges on 
the public lands. The BLM 
offers materials and pro- 
grams which support existing 
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curriculum requirements and 
do not impose additional 
burdens on teachers. For 
example: 


> The BLM has developed 
activity books and lesson 
plans to introduce envi- 
ronmental and scientific 
studies to schoolchildren. 


In Wyoming, the BLM has 
created three activity 
trunks which provide 
hands-on activities for a 
classroom setting. 


In Arizona, the BLM has 
developed a grade school 
teachers’ classroom guide 
which describes a variety 
of desert environments 
and cultural sites. 


The BLM’s Heritage Edu- 
cation Program has pro- 
duced a teacher’s guide 
to classroom activities 
that strengthen children’s 
sense of personal respon- 
sibility for the steward- 
ship of America’s cultural 
heritage. 


In California, the BLM 
sponsors an “Adopt-A- 
Watershed" Program 
where a local watershed 
becomes a living lab- 
oratory for hands-on 
activities. 


Through a Take Pride in 
Utah partnership, the 
BLM has developed an 
environmental education 
curriculum as part of the 
core curriculum for stu- 
dents in grades K-6. 


The BLM has published a 
series of articles in Sci- 
ence and Children focus- 
ing on environmental 
education and cultural 
heritage. 


» The BLM sponsors an an- 
nual Trig-Star Program in 
Montana to teach modern 
surveying methods, and 
to illustrate how ad- 
vanced mathematics can 
be applied on the public 
lands. 


Through the Adopt-A- 
School Program, the BLM 
provides guest speakers, 
assistance in curriculum 
development, internships, 
and other opportunities to 
relate classroom lessons 
to practices in the field. 


Getting students into the 
field is perhaps the single 
most important part of BLM’s 
environmental education 
role. The BLM provides on- 
site learning experiences 
through a variety of camps, 
such as the Annual Environ- 
mental Education Camp 
sponsored by the BLM’s 
Eastern States Office, and 
through outdoor classrooms, 
such as Campbell Creek En- 
vironmental Education Pro- 
grams in Alaska, Cascade 
Streamwatch Aquatic Educa- 
tion Complex in Oregon, 
Birds of Prey Area in Idaho, 
Aguirre Springs Outdoor 
Classroom in New Mexico, 
and a new center planned at 
the San Pedro Riparian Cen- 
ter in Arizona. Mock exca- 
vations are conducted in 
Nevada and an Annual Day 
of Caring puts students in the 
field in Colorado. 


The BLM also encourages in- 
ternships for college and 
graduate level students to 


gain practical experiences 
in their field of study. Inter- 
est in internships has in- 
creased dramatically in the 
last few years as more and 
more students elect to study 
environmental and land 


management issues. 


Public Education 
& Participation 


Evironment education 
does not stop at the college 
or graduate level, however. 
The BLM recognizes that 
learning is a lifelong pursuit 
and is committed to offer- 
ing both formal and infor- 
mal opportunities for "stu- 
dents" of all ages. 


The BLM offers a variety of 
interpretive programs, as 
well as volunteer opportu- 
nities, which are designed 
to instruct and challenge 
the public. The public can 
learn more about land man- 
agement issues through 
classroom training and ex- 
hibits in the BLM's visitor 
and education centers. In 
addition, the public can 
become more involved 
through volunteer pro- 
grams in local communities 
throughout the West which 
put people “on the ground” 
making direct contributions 
to managing the nation’s 
public lands. 
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Become Involved! 


Our Environmental Education Programs are still growing and we invite your ideas and suggestions. To comment 
or obtain additional information, contact the nearest BLM office listed below or the Environmental Education 
and Volunteers Team; Bureau of Land Management, 1275 LS; 1849 C Street, NW; Washington, DC 20240, 


(202) 452-5078. 


ALASKA: 


ARIZONA: 


CALIFORNIA: 


COLORADO: 


SERVICE 
CENTER: 


222 West 7th Avenue, #13 
Anchorage, AK 99513-7599 
External Affairs Office 

(907) 271-5555 


3707 North 7th Street 
P.O. Box 16563 
Phoenix, AZ 85011 
External Affairs Office 
(602) 650-0504 


2800 Cottage Way, E-2841 
Sacramento, CA 95825 
External Affairs Office 
(916) 979-2835 


2850 Youngfield Street 
Lakewood, CO 80215-7076 
External Affairs Office 

(303) 239-3670 


Denver Federal Center, Bldg. 50 


P.O. Box 25047 
Denver, CO 80225-0047 
(303) 236-6452 


IIlustrations by 
Janine Koselak, BLM 
Service Center 


EASTERN 
STATES: 


MONTANA: 


NEVADA: 


NEW 
MEXICO: 


NATIONAL 


INTERAGENCY 
FIRE CENTER: 


NATIONAL 
TRAINING 
CENTER: 


OREGON: 


WYOMING: 


7450 Boston Boulevard 
Springfield, VA 22153 
External Affairs Office 
(703) 440-1713 


3380 Americana Terrace 
Boise, ID 83706 
External Affairs Office 
(208) 384-3014 


222 North 32nd Street, 
P.O. Box 36800 

Billings, MT 59107-6800 
External Affairs Office 
(406) 255-2913 


850 Harvard Way 
Reno, NV 89520-0006 
External Affairs Office 
(702) 785-6586 


1474 Rodeo Drive 

P.O BOX227 113 

Santa Fe, NM 87502-0115 
External Affairs Office 
(505) 438-7514 


3833 South Development Ave. 
Boise, ID 83705-5354 
External Affairs Office 

(208) 387-5457 


9828 North 31st Avenue 
Phoenix, AZ 85051 
(602) 906-5500 


1515 S.W. 5th Avenue 
P.O. Box 2965 

Portland, OR 97208-2965 
External Affairs Office 
(503) 952-6027 


324 South State Street 

P.O. Box 45155 

Salt Lake City, UT 84145-0155 
External Affairs Office 

(801) 539-4021 


2515 Warren Avenue 
P.O. Box 1828 
Cheyenne, WY 82003 
External Affairs Office 


(307) 775-6011 
oe 


